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Oy b 1"8/8gs. Vinoemt J. Gomlen

v 8/sgs. Rodert Oarliek, Jr.

W l/.l‘. Valter H. Helst

ma-\omu 8¢
Brooklyn, ¥ew York. A

Mrs. Rita M, mu,mm
529 Baveriill 3ireet,
Lawrenoce, Inmno.

KErs, Alice Helst, (Mother)
Patars Corners Road,
Alden, ¥ew York.
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34ATH BOVBARDMENT GROUP (M) AAF
Office of the Group Commander

MISSLNG AIR CROW REFGRT

1. JRGANIZATION: Locationt Station 169-S, Cemmands IX BC, 344th Bemb
Group (M), 496th Bomb Squac-on {(M).

2¢ Point of Denartures Station 269-8, OCourses Base to Bradwell Bay, to
Furnes, to 50 degrees 55 mim tes Worth, 2 degrees 37 mimutes Tast, te
50 degrees 50 minutes Nerth. 2 degrees 24 minutes EFast turn right to
Fort, Mardick, France. Tarpst to Nerth Foreland to Base. Intended
Degiinationt Fort Merdick, Type or Missions Combat,

3, WEATHED CONDITTINS AND VISIBILITY AT [ i3 OF CRASH GR .HEN LAST REPOGRTED:
Ceilinz and Vigib:!llity unlimited,

4e fa) Date. 27 April 1944. Time: 1117, Location of last known where-
abouts of missing airplane: Over Target,

5. AIRPLANE WAS LOSL AS RESULT OFt Enemy Anti-Aircroft,

6. AIRPLANE: Ty Pe, Model and Series: K-2°B50; A.AF, Serial Number:
42-95893, k

7. IIGINES: iype, Model and Seriess B=2800-43; 4 A.F. Serial Number:
Ieft, FP-060206; Right, FP-060462,

8. INSTALLED WEAPONS$

2« lUpper Turret Richt Gun Serial Fumber: 933901

be Upper Turret Left Gun Serial Number: 13376¢

Ce =6 Gur. Mount Risht Gun Serial Numbers 232714

de =6 Gun ilount Loi* Gun Serial Numbers £75482

€. Fackage (un Upper weft Gun Serial Number: 293007 /
fo Package Gun Imper ltight Gun Serial Numbers: 770579

g+ Package (rn Lower Left Cun Serial Numbers 575931

he Packags Gun Lower Right Gun Seris) Numbers 11,554

de Viedst Gun Left Gun Sericl “vmbors 588749

Je Tiaist Gua Right Gun Serial Numbers 1224362

ke TFlexible Nose Gun Serial Iachers 1076137

9. TIE PERSONS LISTLD RELOW WIR® REFC' TED AS A BATTIE CASUALTY,
1C, NUMBER CF PERSONS ABCA’D AIRFLANE: Crews Six (6). Passengers: One(1)
(Fhotorrapher)., Totael: Seven 7 )

{ 1A Pilot & rubin, Alton Benjexy i 1st Lt, 0-A3//17 ¥ R

/ A- co-Filot v ey John Willdam ! oad Lt 0-693651 DED
OED Aerisl-Gunner A\»icist, Walter H, v S/Serte 323°095¢ DE P
K JA ladlo-Gunier  » ilkinson Jr, Cherles urove' 1/Spt. 30906006 PED
RT D inginser-dumer  rederick, lurphy (MI)Y  S/oet. 189309

A1 A-TailCunner \Conlon, Vincent JoseriV . ./ S/Sgt. 22724900 \if

DE 0 Photosrapher RGerlick Jr., Robert (NMI)V  g/set, 3107:257 pr= D
* Mlew as Bombordier, '

11, FERSQNS WiHO ARF RULTVVED TO HAVE LiST KNOWLEDGE OF AIRPLANK:

.1_\:. »m_Q sl

A AR dol\

Slat Wi113am H T /¢ 399/5
laton, William H, T/Sete 39245823  Srw Crash

Letmann, lebster I S 5807

nmann, lebster M, Sote 2705807, ¢ Y

‘ g 37658C w Crog
denson, Fugene M, il ey

St 3/3%5727  Sow Cresh
12, MERSOI'NEL WHO AV BELL W D TO HAVE SU VIV Dy
2+ Perachites were secn. (2)
b. Lo nersons were seen woliin roi rfeene of ercgh
:
1 o :
13, 2 £1.0X ISP 1 udd | ) i (A At had,
=7 =
.
ekl ! 2




CONEFIRENIIAL

344BG Missing Air Crew
Report. (Cont'd;.

14.

DESCRIPTION OF CRASH:

Flane wes hit by flak immediately after bombs rere arniped
on target. The left engine burst into flames. The plarz lelc
formation eand was seen to burst coupletely into flaver, go into

A,

a spin and cresh approximately 150 yords from terget,
/4.
g D s
ARTHUR B, SCH

?
1st Lt., Air Corps,
Statisticel Officer.

Date of Report: 28 April 1944.




Statement of syswitness to crash.

Flane was hit directly over target immediately after dropping bombs. (m.@ud boids had
not &s yet hit varget when flak hit plane). Left engine was seen to burst into flames,

plane then went into & dive, ‘uret completely into flames and crash approximately one
hundred and fifty yarde fiom targei. I saw two chutes leave irom the rear of the plane,

| "egggﬁri?%Est?zuﬁi~:

T/Sgt. 495th Bomd Sq.
Iulio-ﬂmn,r. N

puriE

Ship Lost MERE.




